
Frisbees Get The Word Out 

The El Centro Field Office, in partnership with the United Desert Gateway, created and produced thou-
sands of brightly colored Frisbees sporting a variety of safety messages.  The Frisbees were tossed to 
visitors during camp contacts and at popular hill locations every weekend to remind visitors that safety is 
the first priority. 

Messages included a safety checklist, speed limits around camps and people, and a reminder to always 
wear your safety harnesses and seatbelts.  Well received by visitors (and their dogs) who were tossed 
one, the brightly colored orbs helped create impromptu and informal visits between dunes’ enthusiasts 
and staff members.  They were so well received that the American Desert Foundation joined the partner-
ship for the 2011-2012 season, applying for and receiving a grant to purchase more.  This program is 
currently in it’s third year/printing. The new Frisbees will promote additional safety messages and cam-
paign for smart duning. 
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Formed by windblown 

beach sands of a 

prehistoric sea, the 

dunes are 40 miles long 

and five miles wide and 

rise to over 300 feet. The 

dunes offer activities the 

whole family can enjoy. 
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The El Centro Field Office, in partner-
ship with the United Desert Gateway, 
created and produced thousands of 
brightly colored Frisbees sporting a 
variety of safety messages. 

Duners For A Day 
Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar and BLM Director Bob Abbey enjoyed a thrilling ride at the Impe-
rial Sand Dunes Recreation Area (ISDRA) over the Presidents’ Day Weekend 2011.  While visiting the 
area to promote outdoor recreation, they learned about safety from young trainees, heard how the 
Dunes help Imperial County's bottom line, and shared a meal with four generations of enthusiasts.  Join-
ing them throughout the day were various partners that included the American Sand Association, the 
United Desert Gateway, the American Desert Foundation, and Imperial 
County representatives. 

Catching a beautiful day in eastern Imperial County, the Secretary and 
Director were taken on a dunes ride in BLM sand rails escorted by 
BLM's ISDRA manager Neil Hamada and BLM rangers.  Prior to the 
ride -- which included the Secretary's first try at driving on a dune 
himself (he got a little stuck) -- he and Director Abbey were invited to 
the Incident Command briefing at Cahuilla Ranger Station. 

The Secretary and Director attended an ATV safety training for youth, 
hosted most weekends by the American Desert Foundation.  They met with Imperial County officials, the 
United Desert Gateway, American Sand Association and several other partner organizations to discuss 
the importance of Dunes recreation to the local economy.  Finally, the Secretary and Director enjoyed a 
picnic lunch with some of the families who have recreated at ISDRA for several generations. 

Visit of Secretary of the  
Interior Ken Salazar,  

February 2011  

Dune Guard Program 
The BLM El Centro Field Office launched a new program in 2010 de-
signed to reward young off-highway vehicle (OHV) riders that are being 
exceptionally safe while recreating in the ISDRA. 

When a BLM Ranger observes a young rider operating an OHV safely or 
helping protect the ISDRA by picking up trash or reporting special haz-

ards, the rider receives a Ranger-signed Dune Guard card. The rider can then bring their Dune 
Guard card to the Cahuilla or Buttercup Ranger stations and receive a Dune Guard Shirt. 

"We have generations of OHV riders who come to recreate here year 
after year. If we recognize young riders and educate them about safe 
riding now, hopefully they will continue to ride safely in the years to 
come." said Tom Zale, Field Manager. 

The program continues to be a highly successful one. Throughout the 
year, youngsters returned to the ISDRA wearing their Dune Guard 
shirts, proudly showing them off when they stop into the Ranger Sta-
tions. The Dune Guard program was created to encourage safe riding 
in the ISDRA and other OHV recreational areas. The vision: A whole 
cadre of young riders promoting safety and stewardship. So far, we're 
well on our way. 


